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Role of Women Historically and Present
	The role of women has changed over the years. In the early societies, women’s role was limited to full-time home-makers. Their participation in social affairs was limited. This was deeply entrenched in the traditional culture, which was influenced by the traditional religious beliefs. The responsibility imposed on women was taking care of their family and children. They did not indulge in gainful employment, the running of government, or even religious roles. They were expected to keep quiet and follow the direction of men without questioning or raising any objection. However, there has been a shift from the traditional role, and women can now participate in governance, officiate religious activities, get admitted to learning institutions, and participate in gainful employment. Even though men dominate in all those areas, it is worth noting that significant strides have been made, and women’s role has dramatically changed. 
	Traditionally, women could not participate in gainful employment. They were supposed to wait for the man to work and provide (Lunneborg). There was no need for learning because of such a culture, and many women did not attend school. This has changed over the years. Many women have been participating in gainful employment, including in professions that were considered men only, such as military and engineering. Consequently, many of the women are now learned to ensure they remain competitive in searching for a job. The only area that needs to be looked at is promoting and enhancing equal pay for equal work regardless of gender. 
	It was gross for women to participate in politics and religious affairs. Women were required to keep quiet and feign ignorance even in matters they understood. Anyone who dared go against that would be labeled as rebellious. The excerpt from the American Jezebel is just a perfect example of the chauvinistic mentality that existed at the time. In the narrative, Ann Hutchison was labeled an enemy of the state and banished from the colony for holding a public meeting at her house to discuss the scripture and theology (LaPlante). Such as women’s status then, and they were not permitted to hold any public gathering whatsoever. The accusation was not that she was propagating a false narrative or inciting people. As a matter of fact, her wisdom was evidenced in how she dissected the scriptures to the amazement of those who gathered to listen to her. Nevertheless, her greatest crime, she was a woman. It is common to see women conduct religious activities, although women are still not permitted to speak to the congregants (Hargrove 117). Many countries have also embraced women’s leadership and have included affirmative actions to support it. In few countries like Germany, women have risen to the highest political office. 
	From the above analysis, it is evident that women’s role has dramatically changed, and they have become more and more involved in society. Women are now learned and carry out jobs initially labeled for men only, and their labor participation ratio keeps increasing. They have also been involved in political leadership. In many religions, women have been ordained as ministers and can even officiate religious activities. While all the facts above are set in the right direction, we must acknowledge that there is still progress needed, especially in the Islamic countries where women do not have as many rights as other women in other countries.  
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